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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
Survey of Activities 
[By SIR RAPHAEL CILENTO, Kt.] 
(Read at the Annual Meeting of the Historical Society 
of Queensland on 27th September, 1956) 
Each Annual Meeting of the Society allows us an 
opportunity for retrospect, as well as one of antici-
patory hopes. We may recall old friends who have 
served their country of birth or adoption and passed 
on; objectives proposed, pursued, achieved or aban-
doned; new discoveries of national resources that have 
lain latent, as, for example, our uranium ores; new 
techniques and devises; and new experiments or ex-
pedients in industrial, social or political fields. 
Time deals hardly with our membership. Although 
I first became a member only in 1933, there are only 
two surviving members who joined in an earlier year. 
Our oldest member, indeed, is our genial and disting-
uished friend. Dr. E. 0. Marks, who joined the Society 
in 1929. If our membership changes, however, with 
the inexorable passage of time, our problems remain 
the same. 
You would, I think, all agree with the following 
comment: 
**As isolated experiences many of the incidents 
of the lives of the early colonists may have no value 
other than that which always belongs to an interest-
ing story. Collected and arranged, compared one 
with the other, they constitute the most valuable of 
all material available to the student of the history of 
Queensland . . . . As but few remain of those who 
struggled through the difficulties of the first period 
of settlement . . . . it would be wise to hear from 
their own lips the story of the early days before the 
long silence closed over them, making further ques-
tioning impossible. It is not easy for the city 
dweller to realise the difficulties which confronted 
these adventurous spirits as they wandered into 
Queensland from the South and from the East to 
build their homes and wrest a fortune from the 
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country which they had adopted as their own. Nor 
is it less difficult for the dweller in the country of to-
day to understand the loneliness, the complete isola-
tion from the outside world, of those who first drove 
their sheep across the Darling Downs and of those 
who, first of all white men, broke the soil on the 
shores of Moreton Bay. The railroad, the telegraph, 
and the newspaper now bring the pioneer into close 
contact with the busy thickly-populated world. 
"It is from the personal accounts of those who 
were engaged in developing the country, in penetrat-
ing into unknown districts, in building up new settle-
ments, just as much as from official papers and Acts 
of Parliament, that the history of a country must 
be written. The history of a people is as important 
as the history of the Government. Acts of Parlia-
ment are expressions of a country's needs: they 
show the lines along which development is taking 
place, they regulate the activities of the population, 
and by a study of them the direction of the 'stream 
of tendency' can be discovered. The diaries, the 
memoirs, the utterances of men and women whose 
work made governmental activity necessary and 
possible bring us into an intimate relation with the 
problems of their lives: they show us with vivid 
detail the difficulties which had to be overcome; they 
relate the experiences of the rank and file of the 
great army of settlement. 
''The cold, precise phraseology of the Act of 
Parliament can never communicate to us the per-
sonal element which is so important in history— 
which is more than half of history's charm." 
This quotation comes from Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 2-3, of 
the Journals of the Society, in the record of the in-
auguration of the society of August 21, 1913, at a 
meeting in the Albert Hall, Brisbane, under the chair-
manship of the vigorous Governor of the time. Sir 
William MacGregor. Col. the Hon. J. F. G. Foxton 
moved and Mr. J. M. Davidson seconded a motion 
"That the Historical Society of Queensland be now 
formed," and this was carried with acclamation by 
nearly 100 members. The Hon. Sir Arthur Morgan, 
M.L,C., was elected our first President, and remained 
President until his death in 1916. 
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The Council of the Society first met on Septem-
ber 26, 1913 (forty-three years ago yesterday), and 
adopted the draft rules which had been circulated 
after the adoption of the constitution at the inaugural 
meeting; and a further meeting on February 5, 1914, 
set out a programme for that year. The first general 
meeting of the Society was held on April 17, 1914, 
under the chairmanship of Col. Foxton, one of the 
Vice-Presidents. Papers were read by F. W. S. Cum-
brae-Stewart and A. C. V. Melbourne, and arrange-
ments were made for an Annual Meeting in August. 
By that date, however, World War I had commenced, 
Cumbrae-Stewart and Melbourne had both volunteered 
for military service; one member of the Council (Cap-
tain John Mackay, I.S.O.) had died, as had several 
other members of the Society, and affairs were greatly 
disarranged by the all-absorbing influence of the mili-
tary threat to the Empire. 
At the second annual general meeting held on 
April 16, 1915, Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams, who had 
succeeded Sir William MacGregor as Governor of 
Queensland, took the Chair, and in an address at the 
end of the business of the meeting, spoke in favor of 
subsidising research into the history of the State. He 
pointed out that in South Africa an endowment of £500 
per annum existed to promote the study of one topic 
alone—the emigration of the Boers from the Cape 
across the Vaal. 
In the notes of the meeting (prepared doubtless 
by the Secretary, who was the late Professor Alcock), 
the following paragraphs have a permanent validity: 
"At a time when economy in all but war ex-
penditure is being so strongly urged, it is natural to 
hesitate before calling attention again to the need 
for funds to extend the activities of the Society. 
Nevertheless, the Society has taken upon itself a 
serious responsibility, one shared by every member 
and likely to be insisted upon publicly more and 
more in the future. We have in our hands the col-
lection, preservation, arrangement and notification 
of all the materials for the history of the State of 
Queensland that we can find by industry or influence 
or both together. 
"To the fulfllment of this duty our members, 
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our influence, our funds, and perhaps, sad to say, our 
interest have not hitherto been equal. Yet never 
was there a time when it was so forcibly demon-
strated to every citizen that the study of history 
provides lessons, warnings, and inspirations that af-
fect the fate of States and continents. Never has 
the citizen realised more clearly that he cannot live 
outside the State or sever his welfare from its wel-
fare. The present, then, is the time to put before 
our fellow citizens in Queensland the duty of seeking 
out the origins of and watching and recording 
changes in the communities in which they live. Not 
only is this necessary, but the information so ac-
cumulated must not be allowed to disperse, 
neglected. Our pioneers are passing away, diaries 
are destroyed, sites are transformed beyond recog-
nition. 
"Our Society exists as a central organisation, 
able to deal with records in the proper way, preserv-
ing them, indexing them, criticizing them, and, upon 
occasion, publishing them or using them in its publi-
cations. 
"Every member should make it his business to 
gain other members, and also to familiarise as many 
of his Queensland acquaintances as possible with our 
objects. Only the other day a gentleman high in the 
service of the Department of Public Instruction 
heard for the first time of this Society, and expressed 
himself emphatically as to the need for its activities 
to be better known. Several persons to whom the 
Council has been referred for information relative to 
early settlement in various parts of the State have 
declined to answer questions unless satisfied in ad-
vance that sufficient remuneration will be forthcom-
ing. Of course none is offered. 
"Suggestions for advancing our work are in-
vited. Meanwhile, here are a few. Members should 
interest pastoralists, business men, ministers of re-
ligion, and teachers in schools all over the country 
in the collection and forwarding of notes, journals, 
views, and old maps of value in connection with local 
history. Some teachers may be found willing and 
able to elicit much from their pupils. If this is 
done, the day will not be far distant when there will 
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be numerous local historical societies corresponding 
with us in Brisbane. Again, it is impracticable at 
present for the Council, unaided by local corres-
pondents, to collect and classify many useful his-
torical articles and notes, which appear from time 
to time in the provincial press. Members can do 
much by becoming provincial correspondents them-
selves, or by inducing friends to undertake such 
duties. They are not onerous. 
"If we do our best as a private society, we shall 
not have long to wait for Government recognition. 
An important reform will be the collection of all 
State Archives at a convenient centre and the pro-
vision of facilities for their adequate calendaring. 
This is work for which the Society should be emin-
ently fitted." 
At the Annual Meeting of May 3, 1916, the Society 
had to deplore the loss of eleven members by death, 
including the President and one Vice-President (Col. 
Foxton), and the resignations of twelve others, but in 
spite of this, active research was being undertaken in 
several fields. 
The record of the meeting includes the following: 
"A beginning, at present hardly more than 
tentative, is being made of a very necessary work, 
namely the collection of material for a directory of 
historical records relative to Queensland. Individual 
members can render most valuable service in this 
matter by sending in detailed notices of the names, 
authors, date, rough contents, and present location 
of reports, diaries, descriptive narratives, collec-
tions of newspaper articles and the like. Once a 
card index of these is well started, the work of mem-
bers and other persons who may be investigating 
any particular aspect of the development of this 
State will be greatly facilitated. At present much 
time is wasted in searching widely for material which 
is really near at hand, and in laboriously covering 
ground that has been thoroughly surveyed already. 
"Members of the Society are urged to take this 
request as being addressed to them individually, and 
to regard it as a personal duty to assist the Council 
in its endeavour to establish a proper system of 
dealing with the archives of Queensland, for which a 
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record of materials is an essential preliminary. 
There is a very serious danger of our local records, 
other than pot-boiling literature of doubtful value, 
being filched from us and removed to Sydney. 
Belgium, France, Germany, Holland, and Italy saw 
long ago the need for provincial repositories of his-
torical records distinct from the main archives office 
in the national capital city or elsewhere. Work on 
the spot is the only historical work that can be 
thoroughly efficient . . . . 
" . . . . The Survey Office in Brisbane contains 
many interesting old maps and plans which well 
repay a little study, and it is a great pity that the 
records should be unnecessarily incomplete. 
"It is hoped to give the Society at a later date 
some account of these materials, with a view to en-
couraging members to pursue investigation of their 
own, and also to show them what facts are available, 
and how to look for them. 
"In conclusion, may we stress the importance 
of keeping up interest in the work of the Society. 
This is no time for ceasing endeavour to place the 
past on record. The existence of the great war is a 
calamity present to all of us, and demanding our 
greatest seriousness in the disposal of time, money 
and energy; but we have, many of us, little excuse 
for neglecting to render the small effort necessary 
to prevent the loss of historical records, personal 
and other. The Council is very glad to have mem-
bers bring their reminiscences to meetings. If those 
members would put their reminiscences in writing, 
the Society would be much richer in records. Simil-
arly, members should secure in writing the recollec-
tions of old settlers, etc., and also try to promote the 
establishment of local branches or correspondents of 
the Society. It is difficult to believe that the trouble 
would prove excessive." 
This quotation has the tone of the late Professor 
Cumbrae-Stewart, but it is still appropriate and still 
an admonition and a challenge to all members, as it 
was then. 
It is true that we have not, by any means, failed to 
make some mark upon the records of our times. In 
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fact, the Historical Society of Queensland is not only 
the oldest but it is the parent of some of the other 
bodies interested in historical research and related 
activities in this State. The Oxley Memorial Library, 
the Queensland Place Names Committee, the Women's 
Historical Association, were all originally offshoots of 
this Society which now have grown, separated off, and 
are living active and productive lives of their own in 
their respective spheres. Our best wishes go with 
them and any help we can give in promoting the study 
of history, we shall willingly give. 
The origin of the movement that culminated in 
the Oxley Library (recently greatly enlarged, modern-
ised and brought to an attractive state of elegance and 
availability by the Government of Queensland), makes 
interesting reading. It is recorded in the published 
proceedings of the Society as follows: ^^^ 
"At a meeting of the Committee of the Histori-
cal Society of Queensland held in October 1922 cer-
tain proposals were made for the celebration of the 
hundredth anniversary of the discovery of the 
Brisbane River on December 2, 1823. These were 
communicated to the Brisbane City Council and 
embodied in the programme eventually carried out. 
"The Society undertook to prepare a manuscript 
of the field books or journals of Mr. John Oxley, 
Surveyor-General of New South Wales, on the oc-
casions of the discovery of the river, and of his 
second visit in September 1824, when he discovered 
the site of the city. The official celebrations were 
subsequently postponed till August 1924. 
"The actual date of the hundredth anniversary, 
2nd December, fell upon a Sunday in 1923. 
"The Mayor of Brisbane, Alderman H. J. Did-
dams, C. M. G., a foundation member of the Society, 
invited a large number of pioneers and others, in-
cluding the President and other representatives of 
the Society to Newstead, formerly the residence of 
Captain Wickham, R.N., at the mouth of Break-
fast Creek, on the afternoon of Saturday, Decem-
ber 1, 1923, in sight of the discoverer's first land-
1. Historical Society of Queensland Journal, Vol. II, pp. 121-2. 
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ing place within the present city area. His Ex-
cellency Sir Matthew Nathan, G.C.M.G., Governor 
of Queensland and Patron of the Society, read a 
message from His Majesty the King as follows: 
" 'I desire to congratulate my loyal people of 
Queensland on the marvellous progress made since 
the discovery of the Brisbane River a century ago 
and to convey to them my most cordial wishes for 
their continued happiness and prosperity.' 
"Addresses were delivered by His Excellency, 
the Premier (the Hon. E. G. Theodore), and the 
Mayor. 
"On Monday, December 3, 1923, the Society 
met for the purpose of celebrating the second day 
which the discover spent on the Brisbane River, in 
the rooms of the Royal Queensland Yacht Club, 
kindly lent by the Club to the Society for the even-
ing. His Excellency the Governor, Patron of the 
Society, was in the chair. 
"Captain W. Campbell Thomson read Mr. 
Uniacke's account of the Discovery of the River. 
Mr. Thomas Welsby gave a lecture on early Moreton 
Bay. 
"The President outlined the history of the river 
during the hundred years which have elapsed since 
the discovery, illustrated with lantern slides. The 
meeting took place within a few yards of the spot 
where the discoverer had dined on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 2, 1823, and exactly one hundred years from 
the night which he passed at Mt. Ommaney on the 
right bank of the river. 
"The actual day of the hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of the site of the city on September 
28, 1824, fell on a Sunday in 1924. 
"The President and Mrs. Cumbrae-Stewart enter-
tained the members of the Society, old residents and 
others, in the rooms of the Brisbane Women's Club, 
on Saturday, September 27, 1924, for the purpose of 
commemorating the discovery of the site. The Presi-
dent addressed the Society, basing his remarks upon 
Mr. Oxley's field books and identifying the spots 
where he landed, especially the place at North Quay 
from which he saw 'the chain of ponds watering a 
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fine valley,' where the city has since been built. 
Captain W. Campbell Thomson and other members 
of the Society also spoke." 
Some of you may remember this latter occasion 
thirty-two years ago to-day, and we may all note how 
from the enthusiasm that arises from these incidents 
such unexpectedly great results may grow. It was from 
this that the movement to commemorate Oxley arose. 
At the moment we are living through the cen-
tenary period of the exploratory achievements of a 
Great Queenslander to whom more adequate recogni-
tion should be accorded. I refer, of course, to William 
Landsborough. A paper by Thomas Welsby read on 
January 29, 1935, gives numerous particulars of the 
extraordinary achievements of this great bushman. 
From 1928 to 1936 the Journal of the Society was in 
abeyance, and a number of valuable papers, which 
merited publication, accumulated. When I was first 
elected President at the Annual Meeting in 1935, it 
seemed to me that some of these at least should be 
rendered accessible, and during the following two years 
they were rescued from the moths. 
Landsborough, according to Welsby's account (2), 
was the third son of the Rev. David Landsborough, a 
naturalist of note. He was born at Stephenstone Manse, 
Saltcoats, Scotland, on February 21, 1825, and died at 
Caloundra, Queensland, on March 16, 1886, aged sixty-
one. He was buried there, but later his remains were 
removed to Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane, where a 
monument raised by public subscription was placed 
over his grave. He had come to Queensland in 1853, 
and he took up land west of Bundaberg. Later, making 
for the watershed of the Fitzroy River, he discovered 
and named Mt. Nebo and Fort Cooper in 1856, just 100 
years ago, and the Comet River in 1858. He crossed 
the headwaters of the Thomson River in 1859—the 
year Queensland became a separate State—and in the 
same year explored part of the Downs country and the 
fields of the Nogoa. In 1860 he traced the Thomson 
River to its head, and in 1861 followed the Gregory 
and the Herbert Rivers to their sources, while in the 
2. Historical Society of Queensland Journal, Vol II. pp. 296-303. 
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same year he commanded one of the four search parties 
sent out to seek the lost explorers, Burke and Wills. 
Ninety-five years ago next Sunday (September 30, 
1861) Landsborough was at Sweer's Island in the Gulf 
of Carpentaria, ready to proceed southwards from the 
Gulf. In 1861 and 1862 his explorations from the mouth 
of the Albert River and along the Gregory River with 
its 0'Shanasy and Thornton branches, opened up large 
areas in the direction of what is now Camooweal. In 
a second expedition from the mouth of the Albert 
River, he travelled southwards for 102 days until he 
reached the Warrego River. During his travels he 
notes: "I followed the Flinders River down to near its 
junction with the Barcoo River, formerly known as the 
Victoria and as the Cooper, and discovered it was the 
Thomson River." From the Warrego he proceeded over-
land across the rest of Australia, reaching Melbourne 
in August 1862. At a meeting of the Royal Society on 
the 18th of that month, he said he was the second to 
cross Australia from the Gulf of Carpentaria, and 
declared that, in his twenty years of experience of 
Australia, he had never seen better country for stock 
than some of the gulf areas. As a result of this report, 
there was a rush of selectors to the area, one of the 
first being Ernest Henry, who followed the Flinders 
River to a spot which he selected and named Hughen-
den. Later, westerly, he discovered the mineral wealth 
of Cloncurry in the area where the recently reported 
occurrence of vast deposits of mineral rich in the 
mother substances of nuclear energy may possibly have 
determined the destiny of Australia within the next 
generation. 
He was a great man. The Society has added its 
voice to the request that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would print a postage stamp to commemorate 
Landsborough's centenary, and it is hoped it may do 
so, either now or in 1961/62. It happens, of course, 
that 1959, the centenary of Queensland's separation as 
a self-governing State, falls in the middle of the period 
of his greatest achievements, but that is no reason to 
ignore it or to derogate from his just recognition. The 
Society, which has a special interest and indeed duty to 
remember historical events, has naturally been inter-
ested in Queensland's most important anniversary—its 
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own—and I believe should, from now until 1959, do all 
in its power to invest the 100th year of Queensland 
with all possible attributes of interest, dignity and 
optimistic pride. It is an occasion when perhaps we 
might attain some of those objectives in respect of the 
establishment of a regular department of archives and 
other projects which have been for so long before us. 
But that was the burden of my address last year, and I 
shall not repeat it here. 
It is, however, with great gratification it is noted 
that the Government has appointed Messrs. Allan 
Morrison and Joyce, of the Department of History of 
the University of Queensland (and has made funds 
available to them), to survey the official historical 
material of Queensland prior to 1959 and to select 
certain parts of it in an effective form for that occasion 
and for more permanent and, we trust, expanded pur-
poses later. Mr. Morrison, a former President of this 
Society, is eminently qualified for the task, in which 
we wish him every success. 
The work of these officers, however, does not release 
you or me from further effort in this regard. We, too, 
must keep 1959 constantly before us and, in every way, 
build up the expression of our pride in our heritage, 
throughout the whole of the State as well as in Bris-
bane. To some extent we are doing this through the 
Public Relations Committee set up last year. The local 
branches of the Society and related bodies, at Rock-
hampton, Toowoomba, Maryborough, Mackay, the Post 
Office Historical Society, the Women's Historical 
Association and others are all doing work in various 
fields. Mr. C. G. Austin has visited Maryborough and 
addressed the local group; a Rockhampton' member 
provided a paper for the parent body in Brisbane, and 
these relationships could be greatly increased in num-
ber with advantage. 
Commander Pixley, one of our Vice-Presidents, has 
set up with the Navy League a Historical Museum for 
appropriate material •— something that merits our 
applause and active support — Schools are making 
occasional enquiries, though the pressure on students 
to "pass examinations" leaves them too little leisure 
for pursuits wider than the narrow limits of their text-
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books. Still, there is room for hope that the originality, 
the critical faculty, the capacity for judicial selection 
and appraisal of material of some, at least, may not be 
lost entirely before it can be employed, when they leave 
their treadmill of stereotyped and bloodless synopses, 
analyses, and printed notes. 
It is noted also with appreciation that one at least 
of the Banks has appointed an archives officer; that the 
Commonwealth Savings Bank set up a display of old 
documents and other materials illustrating the history 
of banking in Australia; and, that displays of ancient 
jewellery, costumes, and furniture have all contributed 
to cultivate the embryonic historical sense of the public. 
The social atmosphere in which some of these displays 
have been wrapped has been the sugar coating to these 
beneficial pills. And what of the historical sense when 
once we have stimulated it into being? 
There is, of course, the Society itself, but not all 
can attend it. I myself often regret the fact that I 
spend only two crowded days a week in Brisbane. But 
there are minor aids. There are, for example, methods 
of silent propaganda much used abroad but, so far, only 
to a minor degree here. I refer to the identification 
and marking of historical sites, homes, and so on; visits 
to them—"conducted tours," if you like to call them 
so. There is also the experiment we are undertaking 
in respect of the Leichhardt Comet River D.I.G. tree 
brought to us so very generously by the owners and the 
Government. We are cutting up the surplus (after 
preserving the actually "historical" part) into souvenir 
blocks—silent witnesses to remind us of our heritage 
of history (and incidentally to assist our funds—as 
well perhaps as our membership). And speaking of 
finances, can we not do something to assist those who 
are historically minded, but too distant or otherwise 
prevented from access to our library, so that they may 
maintain and develop their interest without needing to 
expend big sums for rare books? Can we not establish 
an exchange relationship for books, on a properly safe-
guarded basis, between branch societies and ourselves, 
or even a lending library for town and country mem-
bers ? It is no new idea. It is extensively done in Great 
Britain, the United States, and other countries, with 
books not only of minor value, but also of great value, 
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and it is not unknown in Australia! The American New 
England Historical and Genealogical Library sends its 
books on request to its members on payment of postage 
to and from them, and seems to find it a good risk. 
They and many others issue an index from time to time, 
showing what is available. Further, under the auspices 
of the American Historical Association, an excellent 
bibliography is issued showing what books each library 
has, and indexing also published articles in magazines, 
recorded transactions, and so forth, so that all know 
where to look for source-material. Can we not do some-
thing like this too, beginning, say, with duplicate copies 
of books, and, perhaps, roneoed lists. It would impose 
still another burden of cataloguing upon our "working 
bees"—those indefatigable members whose silent but 
most valuable aid is the backbone of this Society, and 
has been its real support for years. I think it would 
justify itself readily. Then, too, there is the field we 
first tried this year—of radio broadcasting. With the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission we were able to 
introduce a host of Queensland listeners to the stories 
of some of the shipwrecks on the Queensland Coast in 
the series: "Lost at Sea." Can we not do another series 
on exploration not only by sea, but by land and by air 
too—heroic stories, indeed, of great achievements and 
achievements essentially our own ? Should our children 
and our children's children be condemned to listen to 
concocted fiction about the "cowboys" of the Western 
United States, when the story of the conquest of this 
continent and New Guinea is seeded through for a cen-
tury and a half with authenticated epic incidents of 
human daring, ingenuity and endurance equal to any 
in the world? 
Let me end as I began, by referring you to another 
quotation (3> from the first paper read before this 
Society by the late Professor Melbourne at its inaugural 
meeting forty-three years ago. He said: 
"There is romance in Australian history, there 
is progress and development. Some day the story of 
our country will be written. Historians will tell our 
children of the settlements which clung tenaciously 
to the coastline. They will trace the expansion of 
3. HisAiirical Society of Queensland Journal, Vol. I, p. 24. 
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those settlements. They will show how indomitable 
explorers crossed the continent from south to north, 
from east to west. They will tell of the great gold 
discoveries, of the ships lying idle in the harbours, 
of cities almost empty, deserted by their inhabitants, 
mad with the lust for gold. They will show the more 
orderly penetration of the country, the gradual settle^ 
ment of the interior, the establishment of Australian 
industries. They will tell of the attempts made to 
solve the economic problems of the country; they will 
describe the development of a national character. All 
these, but perhaps most important will be the gradual 
growth of an Australian national spirit, a nationalism 
which has not broken with Imperialism. This work 
will remain undone until the man of imaginative 
power, the man endowed with the gift of literary 
expression, undertakes it. We can clear the way for 
him, we can set marks for his guidance along the 
road by which he has to travel, and so his progress 
will be easier; he will not stray from the main path, 
and he will thank us for what we have done." 
Above all, let us all co-operate in the task without 
duplication, without envy or friction, and with generous 
appreciation of whatever is done in any field of this 
great composite endeavour. We are all Queenslanders 
born or adopted, and we owe that duty to the State on 
which, with New Guinea and North Australia, the 
future of our children and, perhaps, of all Australia 
will soon be seen to be essentially based. 
